United States Patent and Trademark Office 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 


APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 


10/685,532 


10/16/2003 


7590 


09/20/2004 


ataul haq 

5340 holmes run pkwy. # 1412 
alexandria, va 22306 


Ataul Haq 


5986 


EXAMINER 


KLAUS, LISA NHUNG 


ART UNIT 


PAPER NUMBER 


2832 

DATE MAILED: 09/20/2004 


Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 


PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Application No. 

Applicant(s) 


Office Action Summary 

10/685,532 

HAQ, ATAUL 


Examiner 

Art Unit 



Lisa N. Klaus 

2832 


- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 


A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MO NTH (S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

• If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 16 October 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 1-10 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-10 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) ^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) [3 The drawing(s) filed on 16 October 2003 is/are: a)D accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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2) C] Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Drawings 

1. New corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in this 
application because the drawing is not formal. Applicant is advised to employ the 
services of a competent patent draftsperson outside the Office, as the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office no longer prepares new drawings. The corrected drawings are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The 
requirement for corrected drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

2. The subject matter of this application admits of illustration by a drawing to 
facilitate understanding of the invention. Applicant is required to furnish a drawing 
under 37 CFR 1 .81 . No new matter may be introduced in the required drawing. 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, claim 3, "power circuit, 
latching circuit"; claim 5, "rated contacts.... capability"; claim 6, "inductive coils, core 
magnets, pivot point, lever, fulcrum point arms"; claims 7 and 8, "screw terminals, feed- 
in wiring harness, plug-in connectors, contacts"; claim 9, "LED indicators, bulb 
indicators, indicator wiring harness, LED holder, Bulb holder, connectors, contacts"; 
claim 10, "switch holder, connectors, reset wire harness, contacts" must be shown or 
the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 


Application/Control Number: 10/685,532 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2832 

prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement 
Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1.84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of 
the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will 
be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 


Specification 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

The phrases: claim 3, "power circuit, latching circuit"; claim 5, "rated 
contacts.... capability"; claim 6, "inductive coils, core magnets, pivot point, lever, fulcrum 
point arms"; claims 7 and 8, "screw terminals, feed-in wiring harness, plug-in 
connectors, contacts"; claim 9, "LED indicators, bulb indicators, indicator wiring 
harness, LED holder, Bulb holder, connectors, contacts"; claim 10, "switch holder, 
connectors, reset wire harness, contacts" are not described in the specification. 
Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Objections 

4. Claims 2 and 8 are redundant. 

5. Claims 1-10 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c), as being of improper 
dependent form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. 
Applicant is required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) 
in proper dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

A- Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite in that it fails to point out what is included or excluded by the claim language. 
This claim is an omnibus type claim. 

B- Regarding claims 1 , 6, "comprises of and "consists of are inconsistent. 

C- Regarding claims 1-10, it is difficult to figure out what applicant is claiming one 
or more inventions due to the functional language in all claims. The preamble of the 
claim does not appear the same invention. Also, there are no functional connections 
between the parts or device. 

D- The terms "as an article of invention, comprises of, but not limit to, all the 
components electrical and mechanical, necessary for the performance of this device" 


Application/Control Number: 10/685,532 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2832 

and "smart/variable" in claims 1 are the relative terms which renders the claim indefinite. 
The terms "as an article of invention, comprises of, but not limit to, all the components 
electrical and mechanical, necessary for the performance of this device" and 
"smart/variable" are not defined by the claim, the specification does not provide a 
standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would 
not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention. 

E- claim 3, "power circuit, latching circuit"; claim 5, "rated contacts.... capability"; 
claim 6, "inductive coils, core magnets, pivot point, lever, fulcrum point arms"; claims 7 
and 8, "screw terminals, feed-in wiring harness, plug-in connectors, contacts"; claim 9, 
"LED indicators, bulb indicators, indicator wiring harness, LED holder, Bulb holder, 
connectors, contacts"; claim 10, "switch holder, connectors, reset wire harness, 
contacts" lack written description. 

7. Claims 1-10 are rejected as failing to define the invention in the manner required 
by 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. 

The claim(s) are narrative in form and replete with indefinite and functional or 
operational language. The structure which goes to make up the device must be clearly 
and positively specified. The structure must be organized and correlated in such a 
manner as to present a complete operative device. The claim(s) must be in one 
sentence form only. Note the format of the claims in the patent(s) cited. 

8. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
incomplete for omitting essential structural cooperative relationships of elements, such 
omission amounting to a gap between the necessary structural connections. See 
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MPEP §2172.01. The omitted structural cooperative relationships are: the claims do 
not appear the same as the specification. 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite in that it fails to point out what is included or excluded by the claim language. 

The phrases: claim 1, "all other necessary components remote reset switch," 

claim 2, "all other necessary hardware for the purpose of the article of invention," claim 
3, "and other relevant electronic component necessary for the purpose of the article of 
invention," claim 4, "any other relevant electronic component necessary for the purpose 
of the article of invention," claim 5, "and relevant features necessary for the purpose of 
the article of the invention," claims 6-10, "and other relevant components essential for 
the function of the article of invention". These claims are the omnibus type claims. 

Applicant is advised of the availability of the publication "Attorneys and Agents 
Registered to Practice Before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office." This publication 
is for sale by the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D.C. 20402. 

A series of singular dependent claims is permissible in which a dependent claim 
refers to a preceding claim which, in turn, refers to another preceding claim. 

A claim which depends from a dependent claim should not be separated by any 
claim which does not also depend from said dependent claim. It should be kept in mind 
that a dependent claim may refer to any preceding independent claim. In general, 
applicant's sequence will not be changed. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bienwald et al. (US 5,202,662). 

Draper discloses a circuit breaker for use in ground fault circuit interrupters 
comprising: 

- a casing made of side walls, bottom and top cover 103, 105; 

- internal circuit chassis 107 109; 
-terminal housing 111, 157, 159 160; 

- reset button 101; 

- tripping mechanism housing (see col. 5 and col. 6); 

- tripping adjuster housing (see col. 5 and col. 6); 

- main contacts 1 1 , 1 7, 29, 31 ; 

- terminals-in 3; 

- electronic circuit reset 71 ; 

- latching circuit 125; 

- sensing circuit 39; 

- inductive coils 61 ; 

- pivot member 171; 
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- all other necessary components and hardware for the functional and cosmetic 
purposes of the device, including remote visual signal indicator 81, 85, remote reset 
switch, power circuit, electronic links, feed-in, electronic breaker reset circuit, connector. 
The circuitry in figures 1-4 clearly provides all the functions and feedbacks. 


10. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Lisa Nhung 

Klaus whose telephone number is (571)272-1993, and whose fax number is 703-872- 

9306. In the event that I am not reached, you can contact my supervisor, Mr. Elvin G. 

Enad at (571)272-1990 or the tech center receptionist at (703) 308-1782. 

Lisa Nhung Klaus 

Patent Examiner - Art Unit 2832 

September 7, 2004 « 


Conclusion 



